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WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver announced today that the                Veterans Hospice Homestead of Leominster will receive a $357,000                grant to provide a mobile medical service center that will aid veterans                in the North Central region.  The grant was awarded under the                Supportive Housing Program of the U.S. Department of Housing and                Urban Development.              

œOutpatient care is becoming more and more important to veterans                as they get older and more dependent,” Olver said. œThis mobile                service center will benefit both the veterans who can no longer                drive to access medical services, and the hundreds of homeless veterans                who don°t have access to transportation.”              

The mobile service center will provide expedient quality care for                veterans who are unable to or have difficulty accessing VA services.                By scheduling revolving visits to each community, the mobile unit                will offer veterans initial health screening, routine medical care                and follow up, and referrals to such services as food, housing,                employment, and education.              

The mobile service center will reach out to homeless veterans by                networking with local and area providers of services to veterans.                The center will also be a referral and network agent to local agencies                and providers. Communication with local community agencies such                as churches, volunteer legal groups, hospitals, police and other                shelters will help identity at-risk veterans outside the existing                system.              

There are approximately 9,000 veterans residing in Leominster and                Fitchburg area. The Central Massachusetts Housing Authority reports                that there are over 1,000 homeless veterans who are attempting to                survive without adequate and appropriate shelter and medical services.              

œProviding accessible medical services to our nations veterans                should be one of our top priorities. I am pleased to see local veterans                groups working together with the federal government to make this                mission a reality,” Olver concluded.             
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